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1« Tb» (Question has basn askad* "Why a Radio Proa Asia?" It io 
poK^wood to aaswMr tbRt <|aastloa in tanas of our objaetivas in tha Far 
East and tha effactirenaas of radio in ace9^>Uahlng but not, in 

this pap«r« to dlsooss the taolmieal problaas of ^a utilisation cf radio 
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in Asia. 



2. Wo mustf hovever* consider tha prallialnary paroblaa that the 
offectiTonass of ^adio depeisls upcm tha listaoing habits of the target 
andionoe and tha arailabilltp of the isaana of raaohing that audianaa. 

Our target audienoea are^ in order ^ pfriorit]r» Chlna^^ Southeast Asla» 
Japan, the Philippines and India, ^he liataniag habits of the peapla 
are much the same throughout the area, being largeljr conditioned by Uia 
lack of cheap elactriclt/ and lack of the aeana of btu^lng radio eats. 
Listmlng in Asia Is largalj’ coaimnity listwdog. Sets are located in 
the cities and in inns, shops, sdiools sn(i oilu^ gathering places. Only 
in Japan Is there widespread home ownership of mdlos. In China and la 
the rest of Asia, and to a lesser degx^ iii Japan, the potential audianoa 
raaehed by each sat is c<mslderably larger thM in tbe West. Rot Mily 
do you hare a l«^or direct listening cadienoSf but you also have tha 
indiract audlenoe composed of neighbors and passars->by idio, listening 
consciously or unconsciously, are affected by tha ou^ut. 



3. This situation enhances the value of broadcast ii^Mkct par sat 
because of two further factors. In the first place, an urban audlsnes 
tends to be less conservative and more floxibls in rac^tivity than a 
booe or country audience. In the second plaoe, the habit of listening 
in large groups and in urban gathering places tends to provoke nore 
iddespread discussion and thus additional dlaseoliMtixm. 



li. ^he audieiute potential mb have been discussing is limited, at 
least in China, by the eticternal controls iNhioh tha Chinese Conmuiilst 
Oovamneot has l^} 08 ad ar osn iapose. These iaolada striot prohibitions 
against listening to anything other than g av orna a n t prograDsay plngginiC or 
blocking of sets so there oan bo no selectivity (This has not yet boon 
dMio, ao far as is known}, striot control of the owMraldp cdT sots and 
jaatnlng of the outside program. That there la, naverthaleaa, oonsldarable 
surreptitious listening can be fadrly assusMd both from the else of tbe 
flow of pxogx'sms directed against China from the <mtaidc and the reactlona 
exhibited to the content of these programs tqr the Chinese Qomnmnist 
radio. It is assumed, for the purposes of this pa|W, that it is both 
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£e«albXe and praotioabl* to r«Mh that audl«Be« within Chloa. Kaadlasa 
to sc^, there i« a oonaiderable free field outside of Goiemiadet-daiidnated 
Ghina* U«ce^ the audieaee and reeelTer poteotiaX ean be eore eaaetly 
determined and la liAited onljr hgr the f aotora of availability of 
eleotriclty aoA seta* 

5« In the growiiig awakwiiiig of national and indlTidual conaoloiiBneee 
In Aala> pechapa the aost 8 l 0 aiflo«t phe no ne n o n la the trmendona thiret 
for neve, for Informtlon • the drlTlng urge to talk, to dlaouae, to wrlte« 
to aaqpreeaf ae<{nire «od oanhange ideas. The daenaaid for outside news and 
ldM8 la i«ohal»l7 aatiafiad hgr exiatiitg faelliUaa now dirooted 

at the area. The flee of propaganda from both aidea la knoun to ba heavy. 
But radio faellltlea for tho Aaiana thonaolros^ are not under the 

doeiaatlon or oontrol of gommMnt «r poUtleal partjr> are notihly ebeent. 
The free aanhange of faete and idaas hy radio for Aaiana la little poesible 
tfareu(di aadetiag faailitiea. *nAy eannot tba OSIS diaaendnato artielea 
into the leoal dlaleete« proferably on ememniam as it i^tpliea to the 
PhiliF^inea?" aekea the Grim BapahAle * 

6. It ia thia leek that Badlo Free Asia propoaaa to fill. £nd^roly 
aaida fron ita oorart propaganda uaefulnaaa to tho United Stataa^ BFA 
prepo e oa to apeak to Asia in tho ▼amaeular of Asia and about tho thinga 
with which Aaiana are meet cooeariMd. It pr^poeea to aeaiat and «we«»ego 
Aelaae la fighting ooanmln and in oatebllahlng or roeorerlng their In* 
depewdenea through tho apreeding af truUi In Aala about Aai«». It prepo eoa 
to toll tho Cantoneao whet le happening in Shanghai^ tha fukioneaa whet ia 
happening In Koree. Zt prop eae a to toll aU of Indoehlna horw tha fear da a of 
he Chi Hlnh are daily loalag nMra of tholr oharaatar aa natlonaUsta and 
beaoelng juat aaothar feroa of intamatlonal eoanunlata. It elll apaak in 
tha laeguaga the people oan uaderatand of tba prOblaws of land and arepa 
and Ufa and daeth in their ohq araaa and eoenaitiaa. It will tall tha 
Chinasa of tho hopes and proniaas whioh a froa and paaeafol China hold for 
than^ or the benefits of mi independent^ reaponslble peaceful govamaant 
raoogniaad and aeeaptad bgr ^ other free netione of the uorld and not 
dnwinatad or Influenced by foreign Ideology or pr eaeure . 

7* This in net now being dona^ and oamot be dmie by aogr aenriee now 
eraliabla to ua« The Teleo eannot do it for two good raaaons. In the finrt 
pleee» it mat fellew the eatdillabed llnaa of Ohlted dteteo rwelgn FaXiey* 
In the aeeoaid pleee« aa an epanly aeknowledgad aganay of tha ttalted Stetea 
Qorammnt^ it arnni^ apeak with eoeplata oander againat a fmraign atete^ 
nor aaa it openly attaek the praetiMa or pronouneanante of auah a atate* 
furthanora, the weight of the iepaot of the official trananlasiena of a 
govemnent agency * and this Is true of any gor em msnt - la leas than that 
of a ^rate agency* The people of Asia are auaploioua of all thit outside 
wwrldf and particularly suaplclous of Wastmn goTernnanta. This ia not to 
aay that tha Voice of Aoerlea is not and cannot be effectlTe* but orrely to 
point out ^t thmre is room and need for indepmidant private activity aa 
wall. 



8 , Tha Volea of 
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8. The Vo1b« of Aaerlea Is Xlnltod in uliat It oan do by both poUay 

and poUtlool eoiuddomtloDa and in idiaA it tuws by tho atod to jirotoot seoroos 
M wall as avoid antagonising othar govaraBwota* A priTcta radio ontarprlaa 
would bo fraa of all such lialtations* It could aran taka a Xiao diractly 
eotmtar to ovart pelieyB for propaganda pmcpoaos. It eoald t«rt p;d>lio 
vaaetioaa to poaaibla llnaa of policy «r aotion ^ propeaisg than &a its 
own traneislaaioas* But ^sa eonaidaratlcaia* vbila TaXitablo in astabXialiing 
tiM affaetiwanaaa of a prlvata radio ontarprlaa^ do not go to tho baart of tba 
■attar. Tba baala arguiaaot for a Radio Fraa Aada is that it la abaolutaly 
naadid in Asia for tha aarrieaa it oan ai 9 pl/. 

9. Asia mnts to Ewar and talk kboat Itaalf • Radio • prlrata radio • 
can erapply tJut want, fbara la an aadlanaa to bo raaaliad. And thoro la a 
▼aat «»i f «nrtlU fiald in wbioh to worte* untraoBDoUad by tba nomal and 
aooaptad Xiadtationa of offioiaX aganoiaa. It is subislttad tbat« within 
tho linita af taofanioaX and finaaelal oonaidaratiiwia, tbara is a valid nd 
cwwpaXling raaaon Radio Froo Asia. 

1X>« It iid^t bo suggastad that tba doubts which bare baan aat^paaaad 
ooEwamlng tba aaad «r uaafulnaas tsf a Radio Fraa Asia appaar to bo baaod 
in tho last anajyaia upon doObta ha to its toehwiaal f oMiibiXity or toobnlohl 
^footivanoao« ratbar than upM Un avhataativa aaad far tha ^ppa of i^aration 
Radio Froo Asia proposoa to oagago in. tha two fftoatlsas ^uld not ba 
oaafaaad. Tha first <(na8tloa It would appoar is oloarly aaaworad tha fact 
that thara ara aadating and oparating rai^ f aailitiaa in tha araa diraetad 
toward tha targat and thoaa faollitlaa era in tha pafo eaaa af aspanaiem. 
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Distribution I 
GFE - 1 
CFI • 1 
CIO - X 
Raaiatry - 2 
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